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EVERYODMNE INVOLVED SKATING — CENTER
ARCUND THE PFLUGERVILLE DITCHT

Yeah, bur there was stuff going on before
Pllugerville, We all didn't really know, ver,
how ro do those “forevers.” We were more
into going to places that were going down
a hill. There was a dirch in Georgetown
that we would always go o, 1f von knew
how to forcver...

EXPLAIN WHAT A FOREVER IS

A ramp’s a really greac example. In a ramp

- when you're pumping back and forth o
keep your speed up — s this thing you do
with your welght and your legs. It one of
those things, toa, where you couldn’t ever
really explain it to somehody. You could
show them. Even when you sar there and
saw how it was done, ir's just unbelievably
the hardest thing o do, until, all of a sud-
den, you had it. Then it was so easy thar you
were emnbarrassed ar how hard you thoughe i

=T TAYLOR

wiis, | think everybody went through thae.

SAME THING WITH DROPPING M.

Yeazh. Bur a [orever is, basically, where you
can keep your speed up on a fat thing with
walls, We would always g
and it had this diech that went a preny good,
long ways down a hill. It dropped intoa

whole bunich of cement walls coming in [at]
differcnt angles, and this crazy overpass thing
that came down. Thar's pretry mitich whers we
went all the time snd would pass by
Phugerville. We acrually ssopped ae

d decided “this sucks,”
MNubody even knew the concept of pumping
yer. Tr's unbelievably hard 1o explain 1o people

PHugerville once 2

now about skatng or punk mck or any of
thut stuff back then — you're mlking 75, 76
— people had no fucking clue whar was

E,ninu on. First, itway like, “Those are bac
.;win:‘p "Heow ald are !.ill.li Ciromw IIP."
Uinbelievable amounts of shir you would ger

People just-did not have & chue, Tes haed bo

people o understand how under the radar all
of this stufl was because now, it's everywhers,
evervbody knows now, You =e it on TV, The
Big Bovs just kind of met theough all of that,
just skating in the hills and skating at a bunch
of different places. Onice the whole forever
thing started up, then everybody started con-
gregating at Phugerville wll the time, because
thar place was really grear. [Ir] had lips; and
you could lipstide and do all kinds of crazy
soulf. That's where we would all skare,

DO YO STILL SKATE AND SURF ACTIVELY?

Skate and surf? T haven't skated very
muich since 1 broke my leg last year, because
I peally need o strengthen it back up before
| start running on cément again, Surfing: |
try and go. | haven't done a whole lot, espe-
cially like | used o, but | definitely try 10
go. The bad thing abour Texas waves is thar
when there are waves in Texas, there are
waves for as far out as you can see.
Constantly having o paddle. You really
hive mo be in prerry damin good shape.

ON THE COASTE, AT LEAST YOU CAN REST
BETWEEN SETS

Right. U'm working ol it slowly, rrying
ger my staming back up to where [ can surf
a whole lot more, | really miss thar a lot.

HERE'S A QUESTION | DONT KNOW THE
ANSWER TO, AND IT SEEMS LIKE A REALLY
OBVIOUS ONE. WHERE DID THE BIG BOYS
GET THEIR NAME?

[here was this parcy that was happening
ar The Vantle, which was acrually an ald fur
vl with a grear, big, huge metal door thar
was the only door in and our of this place
We were always kidding that if anybody
ever shue thar door when these parties were
going on, they'd precry much kill off punk
ek in Austing, Texas, Basically, somebody
asked me i we wanted 1o play this big
pirty. There were 15 bands. .. And T siid,
“Muaybe so.” They said, "Whart's your band’s
name?" | remembered one-of the names on
the list was Big Boys and iv wias mainly [or
Bisicuir fsainger] and Chins [bass] because
they were big guys and | said chat. We had-
n't really decided yer. Literally, 1 think with-
in two nights, Beth [Tim's wife] and 1 were
willdng down the drag and there were
posters up for this party and Big Boys was
listed. Seriously, the Frst thing our of both
of our minds and mouths was, *Oh shir,
somebody’s got thar name.” Then we kinda
eealized, “Ofy shit, thars us. We're supposed
to play.” That’s basically where the name
came from. We had a big, long list of
names. | can't even remember them at all. |
think we had practiced maybe rwice. .. Chris
Gazes and me liverally [Ripped] a coin ar




PHugerville to see who would play guirar or
bass. He pretty much played guitar exactly
how Junkyard ended up being and [ played
guitar like, crazy munings and acoustic—
John Marrin, MNick Drake, and all char kind
of stuff. 5o, I gor guitar when we fipped
the coin and he got bass.

[BIGBOYS] WASN'T FROM THE ELWIS
COSTELLO S50NG, OFF OF ARMED FORCES?

Mo I didn't even think abour thar until
you just said thae Jack O Fire wasn't for
thar Gun Club seng either, which was
another oné [ didn’t even think abour unil
somebody brought up that.

DID YOU GUYS EVER GET MISTAKEN FOR. OR
GET CALLED THE FAT BOYS?

No. Once again, this was a really small
community, and if you gor any sort of
ridicule ar all, it was pretry much frats or the
majotity of the outside world who had no
ides whart this was. In their narrow-minded,
safe lirtle world, you and your friends,
whether i was shating or punk rock, were
hasically called “faggor” or whatever else
they could come up with. If somebody was
velling our “far boy,” it wasn't really any big
deal, considering all the other shir you'd ger,
or had thrown ar you. There was one time
durng Bad Mutha Goose, where this band
in San Antonio went on as The Pig Boys
and thought thar was really funny, and 1
guess they were trying to get my goat up. It
didn't bother me. 1 didn't really care ane way
or the ather. | think, in the long run,
probably won that one.,

TO DILATE THIS A LITTLE BIT MORE OPEN,
YOU START OUT WITH A SMALL VERY DEDI-
DID THE BIG BOYS GET ON THE SKATEROCK
COMF, BLAZING WHEELS AND BARKING
TRUCKS? HOW DID YOU GET INVOLVED WITH
SHATEBOARDING MAGAZINES AND BEGIN TO
INTERACT MORE NATIOMNALLY?

Back then, the only skare magazine thar
was really coming out was Skareboarder,
Then — this one people will argue abour,
bur | remember ir being Steve Olson —
here comes the first person | see in
Skateboarder chat was kind of like, *Uh, ok,
here comes punk rock inro skateboarding.
Cool.” All of us were already listening ro
thar stuff. 1 remember that happening, and
then | remember Thruber coming out,
When Thrasher first came our, the Arse
three or four issues were kind of like a big
fanzine, It wasn't like, "Cloh, you bought
this ar the supermarker.” Irs nor a big mag-
azine like Skereboarder was. It looks like
something me and you pur our, which is
exactly what it was. The first time the Big

Boys went ro Californiy, we got in vouch
with them, and not to be in the magazine
either. Even ar thar point, there wasn't any-
thing that was going to happen with this
“punk rock hardcore™ other than you get to
meet a whole bunch of people and the com-
munity of it, That was basically your
reward: self-expression and having a great
time. When we went, we [said], "Hey, ler's
write these gpuys, ‘ciuse when we're in San
Francisco, let’s find out where the dicches
are,” We would do the same thing if some-
antie was coming here: That's another reason
why the skating thing and the punk thing
cannccred—because they were both & com-
muniry like that ar that time. Everybody
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wais sleeping on each other's floors. “Oh
man, we found this pool at so-and-sa’s,
C'mon down here 1o Austin and we'll show
you where irs ar and ler's go sharte.”
Camaraderie and community, Punk was a
loe like thas back then because all those
bands were stayving ar each other's houses
and on their floors.

IT WAS A MUCH MORE CLOSED CIRCINT.

As big a5 the United States is, it was a
really close-knir scene. Evervbody knew
what was going on. If you happened to pur
on-a show and you were a rotal fuck up, 1
guarantee you, the next day, prerry much
the country would know abour it “Don't
deal with this guy, He just stole this much
maney.” It was really super connecred. With
us, being skaters first and then doing this
stuff, it was really narural 1o think .. “Ok,
look, here's this Finzine Fhrasher, let's write
these guys.” They wrote back. We went up

there. Mer MoFo and Kevin. Wenr around
to some places, went skaring. had a grear
time, The nexr thing thar happened was
MoFo started up those comics: Wild Riders
of Boards, 1t's supposedly abour us, but it
was a made-up story, I really, really think
that MoFo was the first person to say
“skaterock.” We were all skarers thar were in
this band. It wasn't like chis band was skare-
rock. Ir's jusr thar skaring was just as much
a part of our lives as playing music. We did-
n't really have any songs about skating. We
maybe started gerting written abour first,
but JFA, to me, was the first shaterock band
because they were the ficst ones to come
out, {declaring] “We're skarerock ™ Whereas
we were like, "We'te skaters and we play
this," I'm mor saying that that's a bad thing,

FOR ME, JFA FLEW THE SKATING FLAG A LIT-
TLE BIT HIGHER THAN YOU GLIYS DID.

Once Thrasher started doing these ard-
cles — because there really was a lot of
people who skated back then that were in
the scene of punk rock, too — everybody
saw the opportunity to be in Thresher, then
you really did start 1o have a lor of peaple
going, “We shate. We rock. We're o skare-
rock band.” Tr didn't really faze us acall. It
kinda pissed off JFA, though, so Brian
wrore this letter to Thnacher and iv basically
was a challenge. *Okay, all you bands who
say you're shaterock, [ challenge vou, in a
pool or the dirch."

HE THREW DOWN THE GAUNTLET.

Lirerally, that's whar it was. Calling you
down. Se, when they came here, this was
right after he had sent the leter and we
were not aware of the challenge yer. 1
remember taking them to Pllugerville, Thar
was the first thing we did. "All those guys
share, we all skare_ Ler's go."” They really
weren't skating, They were kinda hanging
back and we're raking off, sliding all over
the place and going crazy. [ kept chinking it
was probably because they were kind of
scared to drop in or wharever. 1 found out
bater, whar it was, they were checking us
out. They were making sure thar we skated.

THEY WERE TESTING YOUR METTLE

Of course, we pissed the test. | never
knew anything abour thar unril after tha
letrer came out, We started laughing,

EVER PULLED AN EMBARRASSING MOVE
SHATING?

We went to this ditch in Selma, just this
really grear dirch ouside of San Antonio,
and it was the first time | had ever skated
anything that big or that kind of a dirch.
When you showed up — the overpass of the
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