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Tim Kerr will probably be embarrassed by this introduction. He's a humble lifer in the truest sense. In the
late '70s, he began playing guitar in one of the most brazen, non-limiting bands of the era, the Big Boys,
pushing, crumpling, and overcoming the roadblocks which would capture and sterilize so many other
bands. The Big Boys broke up in the mid-'80s, but Kerr never gave up. He continues to tirelessly promote
participation over adoration, actual work over any sort of star system, and face-to-face dialogue over face-

less stadium shows.

Yes, he's been a life-long skater and surfer. Sure, he's an indefatigable musician who's played in Bad Mutha
Goose, Poison 13, Jack O'Fire, the Lord High Fixers, and is still playing in Monkeywrench and Total Sound
Group Direct Action Committee. He's produced leagues of bands, including the
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Riverboat Gamblers, Throw Rag, and Sugar Shack. He's also recently rediscovered
the fun of getting paint out and slinging it all around. Yet, to hammer what he does

into these little slots misses the point. Actually, it fractures the whole picture. You've
got to take Tim Kerr as a whole. It’s all connected. He’s nothing less than a total example of what can hap-
pen when a human being walks the walk, lives life without pretense, and remains constantly engaged.

PUNK LUMINARY TIM KERR TALKS ABOUT GETTING
OLDER, GETTING WISER, AND GETTING IN THE VAN

WITH TONY ALVA

Just to get some scope: you started playing in a band in '79?

It gets debatable, but I'm still sticking to '78. We were at the end of
the original punk rock wave. Hardcore hadn't started yet. There was-
n't any kind of division between new wave and punk, it was all the
same thing and under one big umbrella.

XTC, Clash, Jonathan Richmond . ..
Yeah, all that stuff was a whole bunch of crazy weirdoes in the eyes
and ears of the majority of people around you.

You started skating when?

Urethane wheels or steel wheels? | started skating, probably, in the
early '60s when skateboards came out. | lived in Texas on the Gulf
Coast. | was born in '56, so | was pretty much a kid through that
whole “'60s" thing—The Munsters, Outer Limits, and all that kind
of stuff. | had a Fifteen Toes wooden skateboard; it had steel wheels,
not the roller-skate clay wheels. | pretty much skated up and down
the driveway all the time if we weren't going to the beach. | started
surfing really heavily in late junior high and all through high school.
If the waves were good, we didn’t go to school.

In the summer of 1974, | graduated from high school and went
with a friend, who everybody called Bear, up and down the West
Coast surfing. Localism was pretty bad if you had Texas plates. We
surfed a lot at Malibu and Leo Correo State Park. You definitely
couldn't go to San Diego. Any further south than that, you definite-
ly got your tires slashed.

We were in Huntington Beach where that pier is, and | saw a
sidewalk that came down and a pretty big bank attached to that
sidewalk. There were three guys hitting that thing like total waves
on skateboards. Urethane wheels just came out and | was pretty
mesmerized by that. | was going, “Man, that’s great.”

| had looked at surfing magazines, but | just didn’t pay that much
attention, so | thought, sunny California! | didn't bring a wetsuit; | did-
n't think the water was cold. We get to Malibu really early in the morn-
ing and it's pretty cold. Everybody's in hooded sweatshirts. Victor,
the guy who we all called Bear, was like, “Oh, well, | brought my wet-
suit. You can wear it." | thought, cool. He literally walked out into the
water about ankle deep, turned around, came back and put on the
whole wetsuit. I'd never, ever seen this guy in a wetsuit. Holy shit!

| had brought enough extra money to buy a surfboard, but
instead | spent the money on a wetsuit so | could surf while we
were there. | only had enough money left over to buy a skateboard
with urethane wheels.

| came up to Austin to go to school pretty much at the end of that
trip. Austin's about three and half, maybe four hours, to the Gulf Coast
where me and Beth [Tim's wife] both grew up. | couldn’t surf all the
time, so | just skated. There's lots of hills here, so | got pretty heavy
into skating as a substitute for not being able to surf.

Looking at the overlap between skaters and punk rock, Tony
Alva ended up getting “in the van” with the Big Boys on your first
Southern California tour. Did you know who he was before that?












