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Sc\-c Turner has never dropped
acitl. Your pathetic third grade
drug trips cannot compare with the
visions he receives straight from God,
“We are electnc chiliren!” He heard 3
vodee, a mclody. “And | was like, "Why
ditl God give me this homible song?™
lie recalls, “*Why can’t you give me 3
good one just once? 1 gou down on my
knees and said, “Why, God, why? Why
am | your vessel?™

Irs a good q on, and ono that
all five members of the Monkeywrenel
liave probably asked themeelves at one
time or another, Tim Kerr, Mark Army,
Tean Price, Martin Bland and Steve
Taener have all influeneed 908 rock
more than they’d probably want to
atlmit, “I'm reully proud of the fact we
blasted open the door for Matchbox
20,7 Arm deadpans.

Mudhoney, Turnes’s and Arm's
other band (now on extended hiatus).
haven't gotten much airplay themselves,
but they have inspired plenty of imita-
tors, who, in rn, inspired their own
imitators, and so on, and so0 on....
Before Mudhoney, Arm and Tuorner
spearheaded Seattle’s riflirock. revolu-
tion with the inspirational, though
barely listenable Green River. The
other Monkeywrench members have
enjoyed moderate success in some of
the coolest bands of the "80s and "90s:
Price with Gas Hufler and the U-Men,

Bland with Lulwicated Goar and vari- |

ous Australian punk groups,

Austing Texas native Tim Kerre wis u
pivotal fgore I the carly punk/hard-
core seene with Dis baods the Big Boys
and Poison 13, Poison 13 split up when
Kere's writing partner, Mike Caeroll,
abandoned music 1o pursie @ fulltime
career as a drug addict, Enter the Mon-
keywrench, which convened cighe years
a0 a5 4 onc-shot recording project (o

rescuessome hall-written Poison 13 |

tunes from obscurity. Arm wrote the

byrics (1o the songs not already written |
by Carroll) and sang: Price and Kear |

played guitar: Bland came in on the
crumms; and Turner took up bass for the
first time in his life. The rosult was
immortalized on 1992°s Clean ax o
Broke-Dick Dag LP on Sub Pop.

When a newly elean and sober Mike
Carvoll hieard this album, lie contacted
T and the two formed the amazing
Lord 1igh Fixers=who just played
their final sliow a conple weeks ago,

BUT THIS IS
A MONKEYWRENCH STORY ..
With theie other projects at least tem-
porarily on hold, the five reunited lase
vear o record o new album, Elecoric
Children (Esteus). The title track,
inspired by Turner's vision, doesn’t
acwally appear on the album because
Steve was afraid to write the music for

it If you're curious. the lyrics are print-
ed on the plastic of the CD. |

Despite the outward trappings of |
peychedelia, Electric Children is priman: i
Iy a kick-ass rock album. All five mem- |
bers comribute to the songwriting this
time, and it shows: You can hear the
swagger of Mudhoney, the punk rock
abandon of Gas Hulfer, It is blues-
influenced in the way all rock "0’ roll
used o be bolore the grean 1570s
whitewash. It's a more inventive anc
all-around tweakier album than Brake
Dick-Dag. at times, the wwo guitars shilt
into complete psycho ravesup mode
and practically devail. Agd Arm sings
his Beart ont. Puring an inspiced cover
of the Croundhogs' “Cherry Red”™ for
instance, he draws out the ward
“please™ 1o a full 13 seconds.

THE ELECTRIC
VODKA ACID TEST
“You know. I'm getting really sick of
not drnking™ announces Price.
The waiter finally notices hic empry
glase. It's carly afternoon at Seanle’s

Uyrlops cate, where Frice and his three
Seattle-based bandmates are celebrat-
ing the demise of the Kingdome over
Bloody Marys. They'd all watched the
Dome vanich in a blast of dust that
moming and had been reveling ever
since. Tim Kerr is at home in Austin
during this time. presumably sober.
Racket: So since you've been gone
welve all been led astray. an Jeast
acoording to yout Iyrice in “Solar Rove-
bations™ from Edectrie Children. Wha did
youmean by that, Mark?

Arm: I have no dea what thar means,
1t's just a reference to what's been
going on musically | puess, “posterock.”
Turner: Naot that we necessirily wint
to champion “The Rack,” the new rock,
There has to be some human emotion
behinel it

Bland: Irony has aleeady had its day,
Arme: But zarcasm hasn't!

Rocket: [ think that’s why bands like
the Hellacopters are getting so much
atention right now, because people are
sick of irony and deverncss: they just
wanni rock out

Tumer- I don't have the [same] fath in
rock that those people do, though. |
fieel the same way about rock music a: 1
did in the mid-80s, since Green River.
1 feel no need o do anything original
If you do by academ thaCs the only
way it usually happens anyway.

Price: Having said [we're] tired of
irony, | think there’s a fair amonnt of
irony in the new album, particulardy in
the cover art. I'm just saying P sick of
irany, but Tm net claiming (o be lnpo-
cent.

Racket: Well, I think it's seupic when
Barils who've been around forever are
still pretending to be innogent
who just di 1 rock n°

ol
Price: However, on the cover of our
new albam. Steve i pretending 1o be a
22 yearold college studemt who just
diseovered LSD. (Electric Children’s
e depicis Strve in white fotsy, @ cou-
boy kat and what appear to be puka ihells.
Hz lnnks 5o Botl)

Bland: One thing 1 want 1o stress is, we
dress up in these funny dothes, bu ics
not fzke shi. Working with Tim you
can't fake it a's 100 pereent.

Price: On the firet album, 1 was so in
awe of Tim Kerr as a guitar player, he
was one of my favorite guitar players. 1
was like, "Here 1 am in a band with
Tim Kerro ah. my Gods I'm just gonna
do my job and be a sideman” Fve since
Tearned that he's not a god,

Turner: He is a higher being. though.

GODS AND MOMNSTERS
I phone Tim Kesr a couple days later at
his Austin home to ask him if he's
indeed a god. He denies it at fint, but
goes on to say that anyene can become
god i they listen to enough jazz

“Tom would hate that.” he says. “He
doesn’t wanna have anything to do
with jazz. But [the Monkeywrench] is
almost like free jazz, because it gets to
the poim where 1 get 50 into what I'm
doing that I'm working on a whole
other plane.

“The first practice [for the new
album], T almost hit Tom in the head
with the guitar and turncd the amp
over,” he continues, “My hand was
bleeding and 1 was laying on the floor
panting™

Kerr says he cracked two of his gui-
tars while recording Lleetefe Chilidren
last November, one during "Cherry
Red” the other during the CD's eight-
minutes-plus finale, “In the Days of the
Five™

"1 just get <o into what I'm doing
and what I'm playing it's almost hike a
spiritual thing. It gets to the point
where | don’t cven pay attention ¢
what I'm deing to the guitar bcaurq
T'm so ino Arying (0 get even more o
of it than what is actually coming out” 'T

CHIPS

INCIDENTALLY

You may be interested to know that
Mudhoney haven't really broken up
after all Bassist Man Lukin is out of the
band, but the other three (including
drummer Dan Peters) will enter the stu-
dio soon 1o record a few new songs
with Tumier on bass, Gas Huffer are sill
1ogether, ton, despite having been inac-
tive for a lengthy spell. Theyll recerd a
new album soon, but doo't plan to wour,

As for Bland, his brain is percolat-
ing with sinister schemes. *Tve got the-
aries about optometrists,” he says mys
teriously, “T've got theories about den-
tisis. It's all going ta be incorporated in
my next musical project.”

When the rest of the hand atempts
o laugh him off he says, “Never you
mind. When you hear it, you'll be
somy.” To which Arn responds, “Why,
because we're hearing it

BUTTHISIS A
MONKEYWRENCH STORY.
Rocket: What is psychedelia?
Arm: Acid.

Tumer; It dosn’t mean acd to me, it

By Dawn Anderson

meams trying to mimic acid. With a lot
of music | like, like the "6Cs garage
bands, a lot of thesc peaple never
touched a drug,

Arm: Oh, 1 bet they did.

Tomer: I've never done LSD.

Arm: Oh, dude!

Price: We'lvo got 1o dose him and put
[the Dead Kennedys'] Fresh Fruit for
Rotting Fegetabler on the wrmable. It
starts speeding up and going faster and
faster if you're on acid, T's a great LSD
wlbim,

Arm: The mast psychedelic album Tve
ever heard is Hear Nothing, See Noshing
Say Noshing by Discharge, but that's
only because T was peaking severely
when [ heard ir.

Turner: But the Meat Puppets would
back him up on that They would also
answer Discharge, because it’s pure
white noise that's totally vision inspir-

I"%

Rocket: Marin, what docs “psychedel-
ic” mean 1o you?

Bland: Il have to get back 10 you on
that, because it's fairdy imponant
Rocket: Psychedelia’s important? Why?

OFF THE OLD ROCK

Bland: [ Long silerce]

Arm: It's 100 impostant for words.

STOF ROCK 'N' ROLL
Rocket: What's the biggest encmy of
rock '’ roll?

Price: Um, marriage. My wife is scven
monthe pregnant. T'm totally stoked on
thai fact and on being married and hav-
ing a kid coming up, bur T'think T'll
stand by that staement,

Bland: The biggest enemy of rock o'
roll is rock '’ roll. And the people who
play it.

Turner: The whole industry [is an
enemy]. There are many enemies of
rock 'n’ roll, and I'm glad there are
many enemies of rock "n” roll

Rocket: Why?

Arm: Because it should be defeated.
Price: We'll defeat it! Ak
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