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the death of...

LORDH)

I had never even set foot in Texas before | headed down to Austin with
partner-in-crime Brett Schultz. He was on spring break, | had some
vacation time coming, and | said what the hell, let's go. Fortunately, our
trip coincided with the Lord High Fixers' last show ever, and as an
added bonus they were playing with the Fatal Flying Guilloteens, my
favorite band to come out of Texas in racent years. | wasn't quite sure
what to expect of the show. While | didn't own any Lord High Fixers
records, | knew that Breft was crazy about them and that Tim had been
a fixture in the Texas punk scene since the late ‘70s, had been in
seminal bands like the Big Boys, major label funk-a-teers Bad Mother
Goose, the demonic, blues-drenched Poison 13, and Jack Q' Fire. But
| did know that everyone in the band was either approaching 40 or had
already crossed that threshold, and we all know what age does (o
bands...

Which Is why | stood there with my mouth open when the Fixers
launched into their set, watching these supposedly old musicians go
completely ape-shit on stage. They flung themselves around stage and
into the audience with a vigor surpassing bands half their age. Halfway
through the first song Tim plunged off stage and landed on his back,
sending a few audience members to the ground. But the fall didn’t slow
him down at all; he jumped back up and proceeded to go even crazier,
spending half the show leaping around the stage and the other half
alternately beating the shit out of his guitar and throwing it out into the
audience. It was one of the most inspired and energetic performances
I had seen in a long time. Afterwards Tim and Mike sat down with us to
talk about a whole bunch of shit.

Interview with Tim Kerr (guitars) and Mike Carroll (vocals) of the Lord 4 become,
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MRR: Brett and 1 have never
been to Texas before, and the
whole point of this trip was to
see the Lord High Fixers last
show ever.

Tim: Oh Lord!

MRR: Onme thing I was wvery
curious about was I've heard a
lot about mot messing with
Texas. Now let's say that I, a
young punk from Los Angeles,
shows up here and starts
messing with Texas. What's
going to happen to me?

Tim: [lau hsi You might get your
ass h{keg, that’s probably wﬁg
going to happen

MRR: Can you think of any good
examples of kids coming from
out of town and messing with
Texas? What happened to them?
Tim: You want me to take off [on
a tangent] or do you want me to
tell you the truth of why that ad
is there? Because what the ad
actually is, is for-"don't litter.”
MER: Let's talk about the
attitude.

Tim: Now, the way punk rock has
no, nothing is really

High Fixers by Mike Joyce, with occasional interruptions by Brett | # going to happen. Back when—

Schultz.
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yeah, d'ust the fact that you didn't look like you were supposed time?

to look, you got fucked with. That was messing with Texas. [It's  Mike: Not really.

true, Brett and I spent one afternoon in a bar in El Paso, and Tim: Kind of, gecmu in reality the Big Boys actually never

at one point one of the locals im:ﬁ.nwed as to who had let the broke up, we just quit playing and just never got back together.

faggots in] But even to this day, like when people say “Texas And the bad thing about this was that a lot of people thought

music,” it's not any of the stuff that Maxdmum Rock N Roll we [Poison 13] were trying to be the new Big Boys, which, no,

writds about. Like the Buttholes, Omette Coleman, or people we weren't.

like that. You might hear about the 13th Floor Elevators, but  Mike: It became obvious [that we weren't] the first time people

that's about it. saw us play. It was totally different.

MRR: Now the Lord High Fixers are the second band [Brett, unable to co himself any longer, asks]: What

featuring you with Mike Carroll on vocals. What inspired was the first Poison 13 show like?

Em guttw back together and do a band again? Mike: It was at a real small bar, and it was basically just all our
m: Mike. What happened basically was Mike, he was pretty friends. It wasn't really wild or :nnzylthjng because I'd never sung

bad with alcohol, because you'd never know by seeing that [the before. We just kind of got up played ten son

Lord High Fixers live on stage; Mike Carroll is a fuddnﬂ Tim: I just remember lan and Alec from Di:chnldgs. were doing

madman!] but if he's here talking you'll see, he’s real quiet and  this trip, an ‘on the road’ kind of thing, and were actually here

shy, he just doesn’t talk very much at all. So to get uimm and saw the very show which was pretty cool.

and do that, he had to dqet pretty sloshed. And it just kind of Mike: It was real low key.

got the best of him. And then he left, he was gone, during the Tim: Because that band. people down here did not really like.

period when I was in Bad Mother [Goose], we literally lost him, Because we're playing blues, which is a total Texas thing, and

and 1t was like losing someone in your family. And we were if you were punk rock back then, especially when all the

scared to call his parents because if he wasn't there, it was kind  hardcore stuﬂpstlrted up, that's the last thing you wanted to

of like “shit, he could be dead.” He finally called and came hear. And here we were, doing that, we were doing it real loud,

back. [Mike Carroll joins the interview at this point] He called and to this day, Mark [Arm, of Mudhoney fame, a huge Poison

me back, and it was just so Eit to hear him, and when he 13 fan] and Steve [some other guy from Monkeywrench] and all

acmtlﬁ:::d that he was thinking about doing something new, those characters from Seattle don't believe me [that Poison 13

I was like, Tl drop everything to do something with him, was hated], I mean 30 people were coming to see us. We loved

because he's just great, he's definitely wide open to everything  it, we were havi t time, but people hated it.

like T am, so its cool. MRR: Was there tbf;.baukh:hhnn

MRR: Is that how the Poison 13 reunion [around

1994) came about? ‘B

Tim: When he called back, that's when Jack

0’ Fire was doing stuff, and [ didn't know if I

should talk about music with him, because I

didn’t know how to approach him. I didnt

know exactly what had happened or
anything. I just didn't know, and I didn't
want to lose him again. But at one point, he said
something to me about Poison 13 or something
and | basically said, “well, you know there’s a lot of |
people that want to reissue that, but I've always &
said no because we didn't know about Mike,”™ and 8
he said well, that'd be cool, and the thing that
totally just floored me was we were sitting there
and he says, "maybe we could do a show,” and 1
just couldn't believe it.
RR: And the band started from there.

Mike: [ had sat in with Jack 0' Fire a few times and we had

recorded a few songs with Jack 0 Fire and it just kind of grew %:m Eﬂ :;tmi:‘zm"l " :’!ht:u "I“ ml nm
SRR N ik it tha e ot High Fixers were in 2 Part of the hardcore scene, it seemed. :

Jack O’ Fire Poison 137 Tim: You always saw it more here, because everywhere else we
Tim: Just us. But Mike was neves actually in Jack ' Fire. When rere plaving with bands like the Screaming Sirens and bands
all this happened, I didn't know if we should take it slow or onln : : i

what was going on, so I said next time we go into the studio, ﬁfﬁwﬁmnm&tn% thw‘;_t d'ﬁ‘;thnd“ﬂ hlh.:: “Tjult‘k' the
think of some songs you've always wanted to do but never got et S iy ’ really play many
to dtn,ﬁ and thw:’ll do those, and that happened and it kind of Tim: Well [Poison Hl did ;hy with Samhain. You have:to
went from there. : : !

" . realize too that that's kind of what punk rock was about
MRR: If I could ask you about the Big Bi"“ !ur; ﬁfﬁ anyway, if you're true to what you're dotn here [Tim taps his
Tim; Oh yeah, that's totally fine. I'm totally proud of all that o007 St really matter what people think. I mean it's
“ﬂ- S Ol 8 KON IOPRA P WP O SO W S ot iJf people like it, but the biggest thing is to either hate it
Mike: | was the moadie for the Big Boys or love it, don't just be like “eh. . .” [shrugs apatheticall]
;iir;: T!'lat’s how Pn'iimn I;f mnﬁd-h“r; friends fn:gtu th?lt. In'fa” some sort of impression. Either fucking hate the thing,

¢ always wanted to be in a band, but things weren't really _— . : .
s e sk i A e g ony A ek ot we o rptation o g
show, and it went from there. The Big Boys were the same here's a fast one,” and then do “Spoonful,” which is a total
thang. we said let's play one show, and everything went from  4i;g, 0w, We would kind of taunt them a little bit.

there. . - :
MRR: Did Poison 13 and the Big Boys exist at the same - With the Big Boys—and I'm totally proud of all this
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